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It appears that the national economy continues to recover very slowly.  The U.S. Census Bureau of the 
Department of Commerce estimates October 2014 construction spending at a seasonally adjusted rate of 
$970.9 billion, 3.3% above October 2013.  However, both new residential construction and residential 
home sales were down 1.6% from the October 2014 estimates.   
 
While single family building permits were up 19% between 2012-2013, they have decreased 4% between 
2013-2014.  Wisconsin disposable personal income according to the U.S. Census rose only .9% through 
October 2014.  However, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue predicts that personal income growth 
rates are expected to grow over 4% in 2014 and 2015.  The state has recovered around 60% of the jobs 
lost during the past recession according to an estimate based on the Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages employment data, and Northwest Wisconsin’s unemployment rate for October 2014 was 
5.3%, below both Wisconsin’s rate of 5.4% and the national rate of 5.8%.  These statistics still have not 
translated to an improved construction outlook for the Town. 
 

 Permit Applications Issued:  37 total land use/sanitary 
permits were issued in 2014 (county and town), the same 
number as last year. (Note that permit numbers have 
been adjusted from previous reports due to new 
information). Total 2014 Town permit revenue: $17,373.  
This does not include rental permits. 
 

 Certified Survey Maps: 3 processed in 2014. 
 

 Permits Revoked/Denied: None.  
 

 Violations:  Two are active court cases from previous 
years.  
 

 Complaints Received: 5 complaints were received and 
addressed.  4 were resolved; 1 was passed on to the 
state. 
 

 Public Information Requests: None received in 2014. 
 

 Permits in Process: There are 12 town and county 
permits in various stages of processing.  Some need 
additional information, and some must wait until spring 
to observe the site conditions.  Some (county permits) 
have been in limbo for a long time. 

 

 Sanitary: The Town Zoning Administrator inspected the 

installation of 6 POWTS systems and 1 privy in 2014.   

 
 

TOWN OF LA POINTE PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT FOR 2014 
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2014 Goals and Accomplishments 
 
1.   Goal - Complete the Comprehensive Plan update: The Comprehensive Plan update was 

approved by the Town Board on August 12, 2014.  The Town Plan Commission conducted a 
survey of 100% of Island property owners and voters and held three public meetings to gather 
input regarding the plan.  The changes centered around adjustment of the Town’s estimated 
population from 500 by the year 2525 to a more realistic number. Result – completed. 

 
2. Goal - Clean, audit and reorder zoning files to facilitate quick recovery of any file: This is 

proving to be a daunting task for many reasons, including different styles of filing over time 
resulting in information being filed across many different files.  Files are set up by parcel owners’ 
names, and don’t allow for adjustment when the parcel changes owners.  An in house database 
system assists in tracking parcels across owners, but information should be filed by parcel.  
Town staff are going through the Town Hall basement to cull out what can be disposed of, what 
has to be kept according to the Town Records Management Schedule and state/federal law , 
and what can be refiled to make it easier to find.  Result – continued to 2015. 

 
3. Goal - Assign Fire Numbers to all buildings:  The Ashland County fire number project began 14 

years ago, and has proved to progress very slowly.  The Town of La Pointe is possibly the last 
jurisdiction to come under the “new” fire number system.  Ashland County Emergency Manager 
Dorothy Tank came to the Island in September 2014 and completed setting coordinates for all of 
the fire numbers on the Island.  In doing this inventory, we found problems with the present 
numbering system, reinforcing the need to change some of the existing numbers.  We are now 
waiting for Dorothy to send us a map of all the numbers on the Island, so we can then develop 
consistent rules for numbering and reassign numbers where they do not fit the rules.  I very 
much want to move this project forward; however we are dependent upon receiving 
information from Ashland County before we can do anything further.  Result – continued to 
2015. 

 
4. Goal - Prepare successful grant applications: The Town received a number of grants in the past 

year – Planning and Zoning facilitated the submission of these applications to varying degrees: 
 

 Woods Foundation - $50,000 for the Fire Department SCBA project 

 Apostle Island Area Community Foundation - $5,000 for the SCBA project 

 Apostle Island Area Community Foundation -  $1,750 for the Bilingual Signs project   

 FEMA AFG Program - $3,962 for the SCBA project 

 State of Wisconsin Clean Sweep grant – we have yet to hear regarding any award 
 

 

 County Permits: A total of 25 county permits were 
issued in 2014, 7 of which were sanitary permits.  The 
Town has continued the arrangement with Ashland 
County wherein the Town Zoning Administrator also 
serves as the Ashland County Assistant Zoning 
Administrator; however, the value of this service 
continues to be a point of discussion between the Town 
and the County.  
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5.  Goal - Consolidate Town POWTS functions:  This has been put aside for now regarding Town 

functions; however the Department of Public Safety’s CR 11-031 sets a date of October 1, 2019 
for all counties to implement a system of monitoring the maintenance of POWTS systems.  This 
will translate to increased pumping of systems (all POWTS systems must be pumped at least 
every 3 years) and increased paperwork (all maintenance must be tracked by the county and 
POWTS system owners must be notified by the county if their system hasn’t been pumped 
within 3 years).  Ashland County has yet to develop their maintenance program.  Result – set as 
goal for 2016.       

 
6. Goal - Develop a private road ordinance: The Town Foreman and I are working together to 

come up with a private road ordinance consistent with state requirements for completion in 
2015.  Result – continued to 2015. 

 

2015 Planning and Zoning Department Goals  
 
1. Complete the cleaning and auditing of all zoning files 
2. Assign Fire Numbers to all buildings  
3. Develop a private road ordinance 
4. Update history of the Zoning Ordinance 
5. Prepare and submit successful grant applications as assigned 
   

2015 Issues for Consideration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

3. There are large projects that will potentially move forward in the next few years, including the 
microgrid and town dock projects.  It will be imperative for those projects to be thoroughly 
planned out, vetted through appropriate committees and the public in a timely fashion, and 
well-managed if the Town is to secure the maximum amount of grant funding for the projects.  
Many funding opportunities are 9 months to a year out into the future, and plans cannot change 
mid-stream once the applications are submitted.     
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County Reimbursement to Town 

1. The most important issue looming for 2015 is the 
discrepancy between the cost of Town services provided 
to the County for zoning permitting and the actual 
amount reimbursed.  For 2014, the County budgeted 
$5,000; however the Town had over $13,000 in staff and 
vehicle expenses.  The Town Board must decide if the 
Town will continue to subsidize this County service if it 
continues to not be fully reimbursed. 

 
2. Another important issue will be that of the state 

legislature’s response to the Town’s proposed legislation 
regarding the impacts of the Hegwood decision.  The 
Town lost over $9,000 in permit revenue between 2012 
and 2014, much of which can be attributed to Hegwood.  
If the legislation does not pass, this will compound the 
financial stress outlined in #1 above. 

  
 


