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Town of La Pointe Zoning 
Town Plan Commission Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes 

March 16, 2011 

  
Town Plan Commission (TPC) Members Present: Ted Pallas, Chair, Charles Brummer, Vice-Chair, Larry 
Whalen, Carey Baxter, Ron Madich (arrives at 4:15), Greg Thury (6). 
 
Town Plan Commission Members Absent: Suellen Soucek (1). 
 
Public Present: Paul Brummer, Charlie Meech, Kate Bortell, Tim Eldred, Bob Hartzell (5). 
 
Town Staff Members Present: Jennifer Croonborg-Murphy, ZA, Margaretta Kusch, ZCA (2). 
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Chair Pallas called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM at the Town Hall.  Roll call reflected members present or 
absent as recorded above.  
 

II. Public Comment 
 

III.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
 

a. Town Plan Commission Special Monthly Meeting, March 2, 2011 

• In VI Old Business, 8th bullet point, change “la1nd” to “land.” 
 

• In VII New Business, item a., second paragraph, change “The Zoning Administrator reports” to “The 
Zoning Administrator states that the owner reports.” 

 

•  In VII New Business, item a., fourth paragraph, add a first sentence to read “Ms. Pearson sent an email 
asking whether children of renters could sleep outside.” 

 

• In VII New Business, item a., fourth paragraph, change “the any of the renters” to “that children of the 
renters.” 

 

• In VII New Business, item b., second paragraph, second sentence, insert “and in S-1 outside the 
Shoreland Overlay” after “W-1.” 

 
C. Brummer moves to approve the Town Plan Commission Special Monthly Meeting minutes of March 
2, 2011 as amended. L. Whalen seconds. All in favor, 4 aye, 1 abstain (G. Thury). Motion Carries. 
 

b. Town Plan Commission Special Meeting, March 9, 2011 

• In II Zoning Ordinance Revision Project, fifth bullet point, change “he” to “the.” 
 

• In II Zoning Ordinance Revision Project, 18th bullet point, fifth sub-bullet point, change “LZ-1” to 
“LZ-2.” 

 
G. Thury moves to approve the Town Plan Commission Special Meeting minutes of March 9, 2011 as 
amended. C. Brummer seconds. All in favor, 5 aye. Motion Carries. 
  

c. Town Plan Commission Public Hearing, March 15, 2011 
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Postponed until next meeting. 
 
IV. Zoning Administrator’s Report 

On file. 
 

V. Consideration and/or Action of Permit Applications  
 

a. Greg Nelson/Cheryl Allen RE: Division of LP# 014-00195-0300 @ 631 Middle Rd. from one 
parcel to three parcels 
Nothing new received. 
 

b. Craftivity, Inc. RE: Land Use Permit application for office building and road access @ E978 
Middle Rd, LP # 014-00178-0200 
This is on the agenda because the property is governed by a Conditional Use Permit. The proposed 
building is permitted in the Conditional Use Permit and is smaller than the size limitations outlined 
therein. The proposed road access is not in the Conditional Use Permit.  
 
Chair Pallas asks that the building be called an “administrative building” rather than a “stable” in the 
application, as that is what the Conditional Use Permit allows for and to avoid confusion. 
  
The Zoning Administrator asks if the owners should add the road access to a Conditional Use Permit 
amendment. Chair Pallas answers yes, and feels that although the proposed road isn’t in violation of the 
Conditional Use Permit, Conditional Use Permits should be complete before being submitted. 

 
C. Meech states that they have the option of hooking the building up to the existing sanitary system. The 
Zoning Administrator responds that he would need a sanitary reconnect permit from the county and to 
get a master plumber to approve the system. Mr. Meech also states that it is his understanding that the 
roads were never part of the Conditional Use Permit. 
 
Chair Pallas states that the office building is included in the Conditional Use Permit and that the permit 
for it can be issued only when the sanitary permits are in order. He further states that the driveway/road 
access/parking lot is not part of the Conditional Use Permit and therefore should be dealt with in 
whatever way the Zoning Administrator usually permits road access.  

 
The Zoning Administrator asks if the permit can be issued without sanitation permits. The answer is no.  
She then asks if the application could be split into two separate permit applications, one for the building 
and one for the road access/driveway/parking. It is agreed that this would be fine. 
  

c. Craftivity, Inc. RE: Land Use Permit application for brooder house @ E978 Middle Rd, LP #014-
00178-0200 
This is on the agenda because the property is governed by a Conditional Use Permit. The application is to 
replace the original farm’s brooder house (which has rotted) with a facsimile, to be used for storage. 
 
C. Brummer states that the old house would have to be burned/removed. 
 
The Town Plan Commission is in consensus that this permit is in order, so the Zoning Administrator will 
issue it right away. 
 

d. Hartzell, Robert RE: application to amend the existing Conditional Use Permit for a resort, year-
round spa and exercise facility approved July 8, 2008, LP #014-00206-0200 @ 580 Mondamin Tr. 
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Review postponed until next meeting. 
 
G. Thury makes a motion to move item VII New Business up the agenda. C. Brummer seconds. All in favor, 
6 aye. Motion Carries.  
 

VI. Old Business  
 

Zoning Ordinance Revision Project  
Discuss and possibly make changes to draft Zoning Ordinance Sections 1-16 and Zoning Map, dated 
10/6/2010 in consideration of public comment received at December 1 and December 8 Public 
Hearings. 

• In 3.0 Zoning Districts and throughout Ordinance, change “R-1 Residential, Single Family, Low Density” to 
“R-1 Residential District, Single Family, Low Density.” 

 

• In 3.0 Zoning Districts and throughout Ordinance, change “R-2 Residential, Single Family, Medium Density” 
to “R-2 Residential District, Single Family, Medium Density.” 

 

• In 3.0 Zoning Districts and throughout Ordinance, change “R-3 Residential, Multifamily” to “R-3 Residential 
District, Multifamily.” 

 

• In 3.0 Zoning Districts and throughout Ordinance, change “C-1 Commercial District/Town Center” to “C-1 
Commercial/Town Center District.” 

 

• In 3.0 Zoning Districts and throughout Ordinance, change “LZ-1 Light Industrial Zone” to “LI-1 Light 
Industrial District.” 

 

• In 3.0 Zoning Districts and throughout Ordinance, change“LZ-2 Light Industrial Zone” to “LI-2 Light 
Industrial District.” 

 
VII. New Business 

a. Big Bay Town Park Conditional Use Permit application, LP #072-0000 @ 2305 Town Park Circle  

• Discussion RE: March 15, 2011 Public Hearing  
The Zoning Administrator reminds the Town Plan Commission that although no decisions will be 
made till after the next Public Hearing, the issue still shouldn’t be talked about outside of meetings. 
 
C. Brummer states that a revised map should be requested from K. Sowl and/or John Griffin for the 
next Public Hearing. He is worried about the cost of the proposal and would like to see additions 
such as a handicapped site/bathroom on the proposal.  
 
C. Baxter would like to see two additional scenarios in addition to the current one for the next Public 
Hearing.  
 
J. Croonborg-Murphy offers to contact K. Sowl/J. Griffin about new material.  
 
R. Madich would like to see more public input, as it is a project at a public park. 
 
G. Thury feels that a very bare-bones proposal should be submitted as the current one is so wide in 
scope, making it easier to find a middle ground. 
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L. Whalen would like to contact the State Park to find out how many RV sites they have and how 
much they are used. Chair Pallas responds that that sort of outside discussion would be fine, as it’s 
gathering facts for decision-making.  
 
T. Eldred comments that CAPP can hold listening sessions for the public. He feels that no proposal 
will be looked at favorably by the public unless they are given the opportunity to be part of the 
planning process. 
 

• Schedule additional Public Hearing  
 
G. Thury moves to schedule a second Public Hearing regarding the Big Bay Town Park Conditional 
Use Permit application for April 13th at 5 pm. L. Whalen seconds. All in favor, 5 aye. Motion Carries.    
 

 
G. Thury moves to resume agenda as originally posted at item VI. R. Madich seconds. All in favor, 6 aye. 
Motion Carries. 
 

VIII. Future Agenda Items 

 

IX. Schedule Future Meetings 

 

• Special Meeting to be held on Wednesday, March 23, at 3:30 pm. 

• Special Monthly Meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 6, at 4:00 pm. 

• Public Hearing (regarding Big Bay Town Park Conditional Use Permit) to be held on Wednesday, April 
13, at 5:00 pm. 

 
X. Adjournment 

G. Thury moves to adjourn. C. Baxter seconds. All in favor, 6 aye. Motion Carries. Meeting ends at 5:35 pm.  
  
Town Plan Commission minutes are respectfully submitted by Margaretta Kusch, ZCA on Tuesday, March 
22, 2011. 
 
Town Plan Commission 2nd draft minutes are respectfully submitted by Margaretta Kusch, ZCA on 
Thursday, April 07, 2011. 


